
AYLESFORD CEMETERY 

 

STATEMENT OF POLICY AND PRACTICES 

 

Aylesford Parish Council runs and maintains the cemetery at Hall Road, Aylesford.   

The cemetery is open to the public from 8.30 am to 7.30pm from March to October; 

8.30am to 4.30pm from November to the end of February.  Cars are not permitted in 

the cemetery except for funerals. 

 

Funerals are arranged through Funeral Directors who liaise directly with the parish 

Council over the arrangements, including grave digging.  Memorials and headstones 

are arranged through monumental masons who also liaise directly with the Parish 

Council.  The charges made by the Funeral Directors and the masons will include the 

charges made by the Parish Council.  The Parish Council’s charges are reviewed 

every year and run from 1 April to 31 March.   

 

A Grant of Rights must be purchased for each plot of 6 feet by 2 feet.  This provides 

the legal right for the Grant of Rights holder to determine who is buried in the grave 

and to erect a memorial.  A Grant of Rights lasts for 99 years.  On the death of the 

Grant of Rights holder the ownership and remaining years will be transferred to the 

heir.  A separate charge, in addition to the Grant of Rights, is made for each burial or 

interment of ashes.   A Grant of Rights can either be bought in advance, so reserving a 

plot, or just before the funeral.  Whether bought in advance or at the time of the 

funeral, purchasers have to buy the next available plot in line rather than a specific 

spot.  The Grant of Rights holder keeps a copy of the Grant of Rights certificate and a 

copy of the certificate is kept at the parish office. 

 

Graves are 7 feet deep initially which leaves room for a second and final burial at 5 

feet deep.  Ashes can also be interred in grave plots instead of or in addition to coffin 

burials.  There is no separate section or separate arrangements for ashes yet, although 

a section for ashes only has been identified and will come into use when separate 

procedures, prices and documentation for ashes have been arranged. 

 

Proposals for memorials and headstones must be made through a firm of monumental 

masons.  The Parish Council must first approve all designs in order to ensure that they 

are in keeping with the rest of the cemetery.  The Parish Council’s charge for vetting 

designs also represents part of the extra cost of maintenance around a monument 

compared to mowing over a grass covered plot. 

 

There are a number of memorial benches in the cemetery.  There is no more space left 

in the cemetery for memorial benches. 

 

Memorials are the responsibility of, and belong to, the Grant of Rights holder, who 

should also ensure that the memorial remains stable and does not become dangerous.  

The Parish Council is responsible for grounds maintenance.  Its staff or contractors 

leave memorials and tended graves alone.  The only exception is to check that 

memorials remain stable.  Unstable memorials are reported to the Grant of Rights 

holder so that the latter can arrange for repairs. 

 



The charges made by the Parish Council are reviewed every year.  From 1 April 2011 

onwards, prices are tripled for people who do not live in the parish.  This difference 

reflects the contribution that parish residents make to the continuous running costs of 

the cemetery through the Parish Council precept.  Where long-term residents move 

out of the parish to go into long-term care they should continue to be treated as parish 

residents for up to 3 years after moving.  Similarly where long-terms residents outside 

the parish move into the parish for long-term care they should continue to be treated 

as outside the parish for up to 3 years after moving.  Where a Grant of Rights was 

purchased before 1 April 2011, the out of parish rate will remain at double the parish 

rate.   Where a parish resident buys a Grant of Rights for the burial of a family 

member who lives outside, the parish rate will apply to the price of the Grant of 

Rights and the out of parish rate to the price of the burial. 

 

There is a section of the cemetery set aside for smaller children.  The maximum size 

for a grave in this section is 4 feet by 2 feet.  Bigger children and children 12 years 

and above should be buried in the main part of the cemetery at full rates.  The lower 

prices for the section for smaller children reflect the smaller area occupied per grave 

compared to the main part of the cemetery.  Children of any age can be buried in the 

main part of the cemetery.  Often this is because the parents wish to be buried in the 

same grave as the child.  Ashes of adults can be interred in graves in the children’s 

section. 

 

 

 

1 November 2011 

 


